
Ricard� Dias G��es 
A bi�graphy 

 

�Betwee� the s�a�e's be��y a�d the gr�u�d�  

betwee� the c��si�g d��r a�d the f�eei�g fi�ger�  

betwee� the e�d �f the day a�d the fa�� �f �ight�  

there is the �usic �f Ricard� Dias G��es.”  

Art� �i�dsay 

 

Caeta�� Ve��s�’s ba�d�ate c���ab�rates with Art� �i�dsay �� �ew a�bu� Aa � 

its b��d� experi�e�ta� s�u�d hera�ds a� artist f����wi�g i�  

their ha���wed f��tsteps 

 

G�
es was b�r� 1980 i� Ri� de �a�eir� i�t� a 
usica� fa
i�y – his father is �a   

tru
peter Gui�her
e Dias G�
es wh� p�ayed a�d rec�rded with Gra

y"wi��i�g 

Bra i�ia� p�p"r�c$ 
usicia� Iva� 'i�s( his u�c�e A�fred� Dias G�
es( a s$i��ed r�c$ 

dru

er wh� p�ayed a�d rec�rded with the �ege�dary Her
et� Pasc�a�( whi�st his 

au�t De�ise E

er is a c�assica� ce��� p�ayer a�d f�u�der �f ��e �f Bra i�’s 
�st 

respected cha
ber �rchestras Ca
erata Dias G�
es. 

 

Aged 10 pia�� was the gateway t� G�
es’ exp��rati�� �f 
usic a�d as a tee�ager he 

bui�t a studi� i� his bedr��
 usi�g his father’s u�used 
usic equip
e�t whi�st ta$i�g 

c�assica� the� �a   �ess��s. G�
es we�t �� t� gai� a bache��r degree i� 
usic 

arra�ge
e�t at Ri� de �a�eir�’s federa� u�iversity u�ti�( at the age �f 20( he beca
e 

tired �f the cerebra� appr�ach �f his studies. 2ee� t� deve��p a 
�re viscera� a�d 

physica� way �f perf�r
i�g G�
es ch�se bass a�d spe�t his ear�y twe�ties 

experi
e�ti�g. By the 
id �i�eties he was $��w� �� the Ri� circuit f�r his 

adve�tur�us sty�e �f bass"p�ayi�g tha�$s t� c���ab�rati��s with ��ca� 
usicia�s 'ucas 

Sa�tta�a a�d 4i�a Bec$er( bef�re he ��i�ed with frie�ds t� f�r
 D� A
�r i� 2005. 

D� A
�r re�eased three critica��y acc�ai
ed a�bu
s6 D� A��r (2007)( Pirace�a 

(2013) a�d F�did� De�ais (2015) which ce
e�ted the ba�d’s p�siti�� as trai�b�a ers 

withi� the 'ati� A
erica� i�die sce�e a�d saw the
 perf�r
 acr�ss Bra i� as we�� as 

'��d��( Barce���a (Pri
avera) a�d P�rtuga� (;exefest). 

 

It was i� 2006 whi�st rec�rdi�g D� A
�r’s debut a�bu
 that G�
es received a� �ffer 

he c�u�d�’t refuse6 Bra i�ia� 
usic ic�� a�d Tr�pica�ia f�u�di�g"father Caeta�� 

Ve��s� i�vited hi
 t� w�r$ with hi
 �� a dari�g �ew pr��ect. A���gside his D� 

A
�r ba�d 
ate ;arce�� Ca��ad� a�d their frie�d Pedr� Sa G�
es beca
e a 
e
ber 

�f Ve��s�’s Ba�da C?. @ver the �ext decade Ba�da C? w�r$ed with Ve��s� t� f�rge a 

u�ique experi
e�ta�( p�st"tr�pica�ia s�u�d that saw hi
 reach a creative  e�ith equa� 

t� his acc�ai
ed 60s a�d ear�y 70s rec�rdi�gs( gar�eri�g extra�rdi�ary i�ter�ati��a� 

acc�ai
 with a�bu
s C$ (2006)( %ii a�d %ie (2009) a�d Abra&a&� (2012). A�� three 

a�bu
s were re�eased by 4��esuch a�d have the i
pri�t �f Ricard� a�d Ba�da C? 

fir
�y weaved i�t� their spi$y( p�st"pu�$ fabric. Ricard� u�dert��$ a �u
ber �f 

w�r�d t�urs with Caeta�� a�d Ba�da C?6 ABei�g c��se t� Caeta�� f�r a decade was 

the ��st i�spiri�g artistic experie�ce�” he said( Athe c�urage a�d the h��esty s� 

prese�t i� his s��gs a�d perf�r�a�ces had a huge i�pact �� �y s��� career”.  

 



Wi�ter 2015( a�d f����wi�g the �ast Caeta�� t�ur G�
es was ready f�r a �ew 

cha��e�ge6 �I re�ted a r��� i� a studi� a�d dived i�t� a r�uti�e �f s��itude� p�ayi�g 

a�d experi�e�ti�g with s�u�ds a�d c��p�si�g �ew �usic.” The i�ti
ate a�d 

experi
e�ta� f�av�ur �f this �ew 
ateria� was a ��ur�ey bac$ t� G�
esC tee�age 

years �f h�
e studi� experi
e�tati��. 'ater that year G�
es rec�rded +11( p�ayi�g 

a�� the i�stru
e�ts hi
se�f a�d re�yi�g s��e�y �� his i�sti�cts i� ter
s �f the directi�� 

t� ta$e6 �+11 is characterised by a c��fr��tati�� with �y past a�d a� accepta�ce �f 

�y se�f+�i�itati��s”. 

 

Ricard� se�f"re�eased +11 at the tai� e�d �f 2015 t� acc�ai
 by taste
a$ers fr�
 

'��d�� t� 4ew Y�r$( Chicag� t� ;i�a�. The Wire waxed �yrica� with a fu�� page 

review sayi�g +11 Areca��s �ther r�ugh a�d ready high�y pers��a� s��� debut a�bu
s 

by 'aetitia Sadier a�d ;��ey ;ar$”( as RV4G pic$ed the 'P up f�r US distributi�� 

c�ai
i�g6 Ai�ti
acy is c��veyed thr�ugh a hushed hu
a� v�ice( 
eticu��us�y 

c��tr���ed dr��e( a�d a dedicated fi�ger"pic$i�g �f the guitar a�d p�uc$i�g �f $ey(s).” 

 

Ita�ia� �ews wee$�y I�ter�a/i��a�e 
ar$ed +11 as ��e �f the Ate� a�bu
s y�u 
issed 

i� 2016” describi�g it Aas a� �rigi�a� a�bu
 �f psychede�ic tr�pica� f��$ differe�t 

fr�
 a�y �ther rec�rd y�u 
ay have heard this year” a�d "11 
ade it i�t� Peter 

;argasa$ �f the Chicag� Reader’s t�p 30 a�bu
s �f the year as he praised the 

a�bu
’s Aweird�y her
etic s�u�d w�r�d( a�ter�ati�g betwee� te�der( i�tr�spective 

ba��ads( rude e�ectr��ic gr��ves( a�d diss��a�t a
bie�ce”. 

 

Duri�g autu
� 2016 G�
es t�ured +11 i� the US p�ayi�g ESS i� Chicag�( U�i�� 

P��� i� 4Y( The ;usic Ga��ery i� T�r��t�( a�d �pe�i�g f�r the Dead C i� 

Phi�ade�phia. F����wi�g the t�ur G�
es bega� w�r$ �� Aa( c��ceived i� the strea
 

�f p�sitive e�ergy cha��e��ed u�expected�y by +11.  

 

With Aa G�
es ditched the A���e�y experi�e�ta�is�” �f +11 i� fav�ur �f 

c���ab�rati��s6 Caeta�� Ve��s�’s s��( ;�re�� p�ayed percussi�� �� Te�a ParadaH 

��a�a Queir� ( c�ari�et �� 1 2 3 2e�3�s a�d guitar w�r$ ca
e fr�
 Pedr� SJ �� 

Para��r�a� a�d �eftfie�d Bra i�ia� �ege�d Art� 'i�dsay �� F�g� Cha�a. 

�With Aa I wa�ted t� capture the epipha�y I fe�t whi�e perf�r�i�g �� stage”( says 

G�
es( Ayet rec�rdi�g these trac�s was�'t a�ways p�easa�t + I re�e�ber t�ugh days 

i� the studi� where I fe�t raw a�d exp�sed. I’� pr�ud �f the resu�ts th�ugh + 

arra�ge�e�ts whi�e sti�� �i�i�a� are ��re c���urfu�� bass heavy� �yrics utter�y 

h��est” 

 

 'i�dsay was a guidi�g f�rce �� Aa( e�c�uragi�g G�
es t� ta$e a step further i� the 

experi
e�tati�� �f s�u�d a�d c�
p�siti��. �Whi�st �a�i�g Aa I beca�e c��se t� Art� 

+ he was a� i�p�rta�t frie�d t� excha�ge �usica� a�d �ife experie�ces with. He 

he�ped �e rea�ise that ��st i�p�rta�t�y �f a�� �usic �eeds t� be h��est.” 

 

Aa was fi�ished i� ear�y 2017� s��� after G�
es re��cated t� 'isb�� where he 

c���ab�rated with US si�ger"s��gwriter �esse Harris( p�ayi�g bass a�d $eyb�ards �� 

Harris’s f�rthc�
i�g a�bu
 (t� be re�eased �ate 2018)( a�d �� a� as yet u�re�eased 

c���ab�rati�� with Wi�� Graefe a�d �ere
y Gusti� fr�
 Star R�ver( as we�� as 

s�u�dtrac$s f�r Bra i�ia� theatre a�d ci�e
a. 
 


